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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Local Students Volunteer 100 hours of Service to the Greensboro Community

Greensboro, NC— After completing one hundred hours of service for the community, 13 middle school students from across Guilford County will graduate from The Volunteer Center of Greensboro’s first Summer of Service (SOS) program. Guilford County Schools Superintendent Maurice Green will speak at the event on the importance of youth service.  

Graduation Details

· Date: September 24, 2010

· Time: 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

· Location: Dudley High School Auditorium, 1200 Lincoln St, Greensboro, NC

· Keynote Speaker: GCS Superintendent Maurice “Mo” Green

At the graduation ceremony each student will receive a $500 Summer of Service education award. They may use the award to pay for educational expenses at qualified higher education institutions for up to ten years after their term of service. American Express will be sponsoring the event.

40 high school students who also volunteered and participated in service-learning activities at one of four week-long service learning camps will also be recognized at the event for their contributions to area nonprofits. A total of 60 students participated in this program and contributed over 3000 hours of service to the Greensboro community.
SOS graduates volunteered at local nonprofit organizations during the months of June, July, and August. The Red Cross of Greensboro, Urban Harvest, Friends Home Guilford, and Cove Creek Gardens were among the nonprofits that benefited from their service. Students increased their civic, academic and leadership skills while addressing local environmental and disaster preparedness issues during their term of service. 

Summer of Service is a national program that is coordinated locally by The Volunteer Center of Greensboro in partnership with Guilford County Schools and Youth Volunteer Corps of America (YVCA). The program’s mission is to involve middle school students in community-based service-learning projects that are intensive, structured, supervised, and designed to produce identifiable improvements to the community. 

The Volunteer Center of Greensboro strengthens nonprofits through volunteer matching, providing North Carolina Association for Volunteer Administration (NCAVA) accredited workshops, criminal background checks, and other programs. For more information on Summer of Service or other Volunteer Center programs visit www.volunteergso.org                        
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